Arguments for and against Evacuation during the Second World War

Some arguments AGAINST evacuation:

· Children were separated from their mums and dads and often became very homesick.
· Older brothers and sisters, beyond the age of evacuation, stayed in the cities. Similarly, babies usually stayed at home, so evacuated children often left their brothers and sisters behind.
· Some evacuees were teased by the local children.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Many of the billeting families expected the evacuees they took in to work on farms, etc.
· The evacuated children had to get used to new schools, new teachers and, often, new peer groups.
· Evacuees were unable to write to their family very often because stamps etc. were rationed.
· Parents were unable to make frequent visits to see their children in the countryside as transport around the country was prioritised for military personnel.

Some arguments FOR evacuation:

· Evacuees were safe from the air raid attacks and the trauma associated with them.
· Evacuees experienced opportunities that they would now have in the city (helping on farms, picking strawberries, etc.) and therefore received a more rounded education.
· The countryside air was much healthier than the air in the city.
· Some evacuees became very attached to their billeting parents and almost gained a ‘second family’.
· There were far more open spaces for evacuees to play in


Evidence and key information

When were they first evacuated?


At 11.07am on Thursday 31st August 1939 the order was given to evacuate forthwith.

1.5 million children, pregnant women and other vulnerable people such as the disabled, evacuated to safer countryside locations in just two days.

When were they evacuated for the second time?

They were evacuated again when heavy bombing raids started in the autumn of 1940 - The Blitz - and then again later, in 1944, when Germany attacked Britain with V1 Flying Bombs and V2 rockets.

How many people were evacuated during the war in total?

By the end of the Second World War around 3.5 million people, mainly children had experienced evacuation. No one was forced to go but parents were encouraged by posters and told that their children would be safer from German bombs if they moved to the country.

On arrival

The children arrived in the countryside, tired, hungry and uncertain whether they would ever see their families again. They were taken to the village hall, where they would be met by the billeting officer (the person in charge of finding them homes). A 'pick-you-own evacuee' sessions would then take place, where host families (the people they were going to live with) haggled over the most presentable children while the sicklier and grubbier children were left until last.




